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Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., is renowned as a civil rights activist who 
employed the method of nonviolent resistance. He is also known as a dynamic 
leader who envisioned a dream of “the Beloved Community,” a vision of a 
completely integrated society wherein love and justice prevailed, where broth-
erhood would become an actuality in all of social life. Throughout his leadership 
in the civil rights movement, King repeatedly espoused his dream of achieving 
the Beloved Community. When he founded the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC, 1957), he explicitly stated that its ultimate aim was to create 
and foster the Beloved Community in America, with the goal being genuine 
intergroup and interpersonal living, viz., integration. This integration meant not 
simply desegregation, which can be realized through the law, but also a more 
positive integration firmly established in brotherhood, which is achieved only 
through agape love and moral action. King believed such a brotherhood was 
manifested in the American dream, itself being expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution, whose principles of freedom, justice, and 
equality are based on Christianity. 
Though King spoke repeatedly of his dream of realizing the Beloved 
Community, his most famous speech was obviously the “I Have a Dream” speech 
delivered when he spoke at the March on Washington in 1963. This article 
analyzes the content and background of this speech and shows that his initial 
dream of the Beloved Community provided the impetus for this and his actions in 
the civil rights movement.
